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Be moved first
Luc Jacquet has been drawn by the polar magnetism of Antarctica
for thirty years.
But even after all these years, the Oscar-winning filmmaker of
March of the Penguins still can’t explain the irresistible attraction
he has for a region at the end of the wild and sometimes hostile
world.
Aboard Le Commandant Charcot, with his team during the
inaugural cruise to shoot a new film, he confided that he was
convinced nevertheless of one thing: ‘When you’ve made the
journey, crossed the bridge between the Earth and its inhabitants,
between the landscapes and you, you take care of nature. That’s the
starting point. You have to be moved first.’
It is also with this idea in mind that PONANT is stepping up its
unique concept of travel. By creating lasting links with regions,
peoples and cultures that still have countless mysteries to reveal
and things to teach us, our company seeks to offer you meaningful
expeditions.
By making science a constituent element of its identity this year,
it has chartered new waters with its latest ship, Le Commandant
Charcot, carrying the legacy of the famous eponymous explorer
into the new millennium. A tangible next step in raising awareness
of the need to protect the planet, PONANT Science may not offer
you the answer to the question ‘what draws me to the end of the
world?’, but we hope that it will at least give you the desire to
understand it better.

3

SUMMARY

7

WELCOME ABOARD!

12

ULTRA SERENITY POLICY

14
INTRODUCING
LUC JACQUET

18
A PLACE FOR SCIENCE
ON BOARD

4

20
THE ANTARCTIC &
SOUTH AMERICA

30

ASIA & THE INDIAN OCEAN

36
OCEANIA

42
THE CARIBBEAN

5

6

WELCOME ABOARD!
Finely-crafted itineraries, secret ports-of-call, attentive service, French
gastronomy: aboard our latest generation ships, we take you to the discovery
of exceptional destinations and we offer you an experience
both authentic and refined.

Exceptional itineraries

Gastronomy

Mooring at hidden spots accessible only by our
small-capacity vessels, we’ve been carefully
crafting bespoke itineraries for our guests for
thirty years. On board, expert speakers and
naturalists are on hand to enrich your experience
and share their knowledge and enthusiasm for
the world around us.

Our French chefs are proud to offer meticulously
designed menus serving a delicate, varied
cuisine, accompanied by a selection of fine
wines, all served by a personal, professional
serving team. Our quest for excellence on board
relies on the expertise of Ducasse Conseil who
creates signature dishes on our ships.

The “French Touch”

Elegance & intimacy

We employ a dedicated professional team,
always on hand to help. On board all our vessels,
you’ll discover an atmosphere steeped in the
classic French joie de vivre - think refined, delicate
cuisine, served in a warm, minimalist setting
inspired by the sea.

On board our state-of-the-art ships, each
housing 92 to 165 spacious staterooms and
suites with sea views (the majority of which
also features a balcony), you’ll discover the
incomparable luxury of an intimate, 5-star
cruise experience.
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OUR SHIPS
Elegant lines and innovative technologies form the
foundation on which the uniqueness and power
of our latest generation fleet are built. Designed
to blend in with the landscapes whilst at the same
time maintaining a high standard of class and
luxury, our ships contribute to the success of your
voyage and ensure the environments visited are
treated with the utmost respect.
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LE COMMANDANT CHARCOT
Like the Gentleman of the poles from whom it takes its name, this new ship will take you to the last
remaining unspoiled virgin territories on earth in elegance and comfort. Opening up to the poles with
humility and a spirit of adventure, such is its noble mission.

Length: 150 m
Width: 28 m
Draft: 10 m
Average cruising speed: 15 knots

Number of staterooms and suites: 123
Crew members: 215
Installed electrical power: 42 MW
Year of delivery: 2021
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The PONANT Explorers
Le Lapérouse, Le Champlain, Le Bougainville, Le Dumont-d’Urville, Le Bellot and Le Jacques-Cartier,
six exceptional ships offering 92 cabins and suites – far removed from the current trend towards gigantism – combine
respect for the environment with distinguished design and cutting-edge technologies.

Length: 131 m
Width: 18 m
Draft: 4,7 m
Average cruising speed: 13,5 knots
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Number of staterooms and suites: 92
Crew members: 118
Installed electrical power: 6 400 KW
Year of delivery: from 2018 to 2020

The Sisterships
With their sleek silhouettes and refined decor, L’ Austral, Le Boréal, Le Soléal and Le Lyrial
are fully in keeping with the PONANT philosophy: to travel and explore on board intimately sized ships
offering a subtle blend of luxury, privacy and wellness.

Length: 142 m
Width: 18 m
Draft: 4,7 m
Average cruising speed: 14 knots

Number of staterooms and suites: 122 or 132
Crew members: 145
Installed electrical power: 6 400 KW
Year of delivery: from 2009 to 2015
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ULTRA
SERENITY POLICY
In such an unusual period, we have implemented
an Ultra Serenity policy with the most comprehensive
guarantees, so that you have greater flexibility in booking
and, if necessary, the option of cancelling your next
trip. Get optimal protection with our included Covid
guarantee.
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Relaxed booking conditions

+ 30 days
before departure

- 30 days
before departure

Without
a reason

Positive
Covid test

The usual
policy
applies

Free
postponement

Cancel or postpone free of
charge and for whatever reason.
Email: reservation@ponant.com

Your cruise
cannot be operated

or cancellation

Free rebooking or 100% credit of all the sums paid
For any new cruise booked until 30th June 2022:
• 25% deposit • final payment: 30 days before departure

Scan the QR pictogram to see our health protocol
or go to https://en.ponant.com/sail-with-confidence

13

Introducing
LUC JACQUET
Last November, Le Commandant Charcot set sail from
Punta Arenas, Chile, on its very first cruise to Antarctica.
On board was a very enthusiastic guest: filmmaker
Luc Jacquet. It was an opportunity for him and his team
to venture (once more) in search of images and emotions
to the heart of the icy White Continent to which he is so
drawn, and where he filmed the March of the Penguins
in 2004.
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You’ve been visiting Antarctica for thirty
years. Do you still experience the same
emotions?
Yes, I very clearly remember the first day I was
there, the moment I touched the ice and saw
my first seals and penguins. Antarctica inspires
an emotion in me that I find it hard to qualify
or suppress. I have a nostalgia for this frozen
wintery landscape with its ice floes. It’s an infinite
pleasure for me to revisit it, and I always do so
with the same intention, attention and intensity.
It’s very powerful!

What were you and your team looking to
shoot this time?
I didn’t come simply to create a description
of the landscape. I was seeking a feeling, an
inner resonance that I wanted to share with the
audience – ‘the grace of the image’. The shooting
ended with around 80–90 hours of rushes. That’s
a lot! Then it was time for my work as a producer.
Images are my raw material, an ore that I have to
work with.

You’ve sailed there on many different ships.
What impressed you the most about Le
Commandant Charcot?
Each trip is different, but I’d never sailed
these seas with such a high level of comfort.
It was absolutely wonderful. PONANT is firmly
committed to inventing new ways to travel.

Were there times to chat with the guests?
We were really open with the guests, giving
them an almost daily update on all our filming
secrets. I saw a great deal of interest and a desire
to understand in these exchanges, which rarely
occur in normal circumstances, as film crews
operate more often than not in a vacuum.

Your work goes beyond documentaries.
Do you think art is essential to convey a
message?
I love the unexpected element of a documentary;
the power of the real world. But I also love the
imagination and the narrative framework that
fiction can bring. Filmmaking is about bringing a

point of view; it’s about participating. You’re not
making an ‘objective’ picture. There are so many
images today. But there’s a language – that of
the cinema – that is never static, and that makes
it possible to create a path between what is real
and what is sensed.

What makes Antarctica a good place for
filmmaking?
It has this inherently fantastical dimension
that inspires a sense of adventure and is
intoxicatingly remote. It’s a place of extreme
beauty, with landscapes of absolute purity,
violent and unpredictable. A vast land of
contrasts. Cinema loves that!

The emperor penguin is the central
character in your films. What is it about this
animal that fascinates you?
We all have our obsessions. When an emperor
penguin approaches you on the ice floe, it’s
an incredible feeling – like a reconciliation
with the wild world. I never tire of it. And then
aesthetically, it’s an incredible animal!

What form will this new perspective on
Antarctica take?
The form of a film that I couldn’t have imagined
before our departure. A black and white image
that will draw a shape, probably that of the
observer. An image full of contrasts with the use
of specific focal lengths to give, here and there,
a sense of blurring. With Christophe Graillot, the
cinematographer, the intention was to be more
impressionistic than purely descriptive.

Find the interview on our Escales blog
by scanning this QR Code, or go to
https://escales.ponant.com/en/introducingluc-jacquet/
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A MORE RESPONSIBLE TOURISM
To experience truly off-the-beaten-path adventures, evidence of our passage in the
places we visit must be minimal and transitory. This is why, for 30 years, we have
worked every day with the aim of undertaking responsible and sustainable tourism.

10 fewer plastic bottles per
guest, per cruise, thanks to
the distribution of water
containers on board
All the ships in the
EXPLORERS series and
Le Commandant Charcot
are equipped with SCR
(selective catalytic reduction),
which eliminates more than 85%
of the nitrogen oxide produced

st

cruise company in
the world to abandon
heavy fuel oil

KG
10,000 kg
of single-use plastics
avoided in 2019

All our ships are fitted with,
or are in the process of
being fitted with, electrical
connections for linking to
local networks at the quayside,
and to avoid any emissions
into the atmosphere

1

100%

of waste and wastewater
sorted and treated on board

75%

electricity savings
thanks to LED bulbs on board

Read about our environmental
commitments from A to Z

To find out more, visit
en.ponant.com/sustainable-development
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A PLACE FOR SCIENCE ON BOARD
Le Commandant Charcot is the first-ever cruise ship to host scientific teams on
board and to feature dedicated onboard workspaces designed specifically for their
use. By placing research at the centre of its project, PONANT is making a globally
unique commitment.
Setting sail for science
PONANT’s involvement in studying the regions
it explores is helping to both expand scientific
knowledge about these environments and
protect the planet. The unique features of Le
Commandant Charcot are enabling remarkable
advancements in terms of sailing and navigation
and the resources made available to the
international scientific community. They are also
contributing to making the company a partner
researchers can depend and rely on without
having to relinquish any of their independence.

A strong and lasting commitment to
academic science
The resources offered by Le Commandant
Charcot are part of the ongoing series of actions
PONANT is taking to provide opportunities for
scientific research. The analysis of coral reefs by
Oxford University, the recording of the sounds
of cetaceans by the bioacoustician Michel
André and the observing of the behaviour of
humpback whales with the NGO Conservation
International are all examples of this. But where
the difference really resides is in the unique
features of Le Commandant Charcot itself, which
make it possible for researchers working in the
polar regions – such as biologists, geographers,
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oceanographers, climatologist and ethnologists
– to repeatedly access unexplored or rarely
investigated sites and extend the duration of
polar research programmes. The ship also
offers dedicated facilities in the form of two
research laboratories (including one with direct
openings to the sea) and a range of autonomous
measuring instruments.

Citizen science activities
Alongside the academic science project,
PONANT is also committed to offering its cruise
guests the opportunity to take part in research
projects. The onboard expert naturalists host
special workshops and present and describe
the procedures involved, giving everyone the
chance to participate. It’s precisely with this in
mind that a partnership with The Polar Collective
– an organisation specialising in delivering
and coordinating citizen science workshops –
has been set up. The data collected by cruise
guests, i.e. marine species census data, cloud
cover observation data and phytoplankton
sampling data, is used by programmes such
as Happywhale, Globe Clouds, FjordPhyto and
Seabird Surveys. The scientists involved also
deliver dedicated lectures covering the aims
and purposes of these various projects on board
the ship.
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THE ANTARCTIC &
SOUTH AMERICA
PONANT invites you on a timeless voyage to the edges
of the White Continent, where nature is expressed in all
its immensity. Sail through a world of tabular icebergs,
ancient ice, beaches of volcanic sand and windswept
tundra of moss and lichen, following in the footsteps
of the great explorers.

Discover our range of cruises
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SPECIAL
OFFER

Emblematic
Antarctica
USHUAIA - USHUAIA
12 days/10 nights on board
15 departures between November 2022 to February 2023
L’Austral, Le Boréal and Le Lyrial
From €8,380 (1)
No single supplement (2)

Embark for an unforgettable adventure amidst the ice of the Antarctic Peninsula and experience the breathtaking
wonder of landscapes inhabited by astonishing wildlife. After first traversing the legendary Drake Passage, you’ll
arrive at the White Continent, land of the unexpected. As you make your way through the changing climatic and ice
conditions, this extreme environment will unveil its most beautiful secrets to you through the many new discoveries
it has to offer. An uninhabited land that remained unexplored until the 19th century, the wildlife you’ll encounter here
will undoubtedly constitute one of the highlights of your cruise. You’ll spend each day surrounded by and travelling
through spectacular scenery made up of icebergs, sea ice and ancient glaciers.
21st February 2023 departure: a cruise in alliance with Smithsonian Journeys.

December 2022: 1st, 11th, 17th and 27th
January 2023: 10th, 16th and 26th
February 2023: 1st, 5th, 11th, 15th, 21st, 23rd and 25th
22
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Weddell Sea

ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

PRE- AND POST-CRUISE PACKAGE INCLUDED (3):

- Return flights Paris/Buenos Aires/Ushuaia
- The night in Buenos Aires before and after your cruise
(free day, dinner and breakfast included)
- All transfers in Argentina: airport, hotel and port
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DEPARTURES:

Drake Passage

South
Shetlands

PE

AL

• Explore the magic of Antarctica with a sea kayak
adventure.

X

ST

• Educational discovery in the respect of
environment.

Paris

USHUAIA

• Landscapes: a multitude of drifting icebergs, ice
floes, imposing glaciers and tall, snow-covered
mountains.
• Wildlife: humpback whales, Gentoo penguins,
Adélie penguins, chinstrap penguins, leopard
seals, crabeater seals, Weddell seals and
numerous seabirds.

PO L AR

E

• Visiting research stations and former whaling
stations.

Buenos Aires

ARGENTINA

P

HIGHLIGHTS:

SPECIAL
OFFER

The Great Austral
Loop
USHUAIA - USHUAIA
17 days/15 nights on board
5 departures between November 2022 to January 2023
L’Austral, Le Boréal and Le Lyrial
From €11,720 (1)

From South America to the Antarctic Peninsula, visit and explore the most beautiful places these southern lands have
to offer. You’ll board your ship in the fascinating city of Ushuaia, or el fin del mundo, as the Argentinians refer to it. You’ll
set sail first for the Falkland Islands, the wild beauty and verdant moors of which are sure to captivate and enthral you,
before then arriving at South Georgia and its impressive glaciers and black sandy beaches, home to imposing colonies
of King penguins. Next, you’ll continue on to the White Continent, with its unique environment and captivating wildlife
– a place of truly stirring encounters offering an unforgettable experience.
5th November 2022 departure: a cruise in collaboration with National Geographic Expeditions
offering enrichment with a National Geographic Photographer and an Expert onboard.

HIGHLIGHTS:

ARGENTINA

PE
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South
Shetlands

Drake
Passage

X

AL

USHUAIA

New Island

Paris
Atlantic
Ocean

N

FALKLAND ISLANDS

N

Buenos Aires

ST

• Wildlife: black-browed albatross, snowy albatrosses,
Magellanic penguins, Gentoo penguins and southern
rockhopper penguins in the Falkland Islands; king
penguins, elephant seals, fur seals and macaroni
penguins in South Georgia; humpback whales,
Gentoo penguins, Adélie penguins, chinstrap
penguins, leopard seals, crabeater seals and Weddell
seals in the Antarctic Peninsula.

PO L AR

E

• Landscapes: moors scattered with moss and lichen,
white-sand beaches and turquoise waters in the
Falkland Islands; alpine landscapes, lush green
plains and suspended glaciers in South Georgia;
drifting icebergs, ice floe, glaciers and snow-capped
mountains in the Antarctic Peninsula.

Weddell Sea

ANTARCTIC PENINSULA

• Explore the magic of Antarctica with a sea kayak
adventure.

DEPARTURES:

November 2022: 5th, 7th, 16th and 22nd
January 2023: 29th

PRE- AND POST-CRUISE PACKAGE INCLUDED (3):

- Return flights Paris/Buenos Aires/Ushuaia
- The night in Buenos Aires before and after your cruise
(free day, dinner and breakfast included)
- All transfers in Argentina: airport, hotel and port
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Exploring
the Chilean Fjords
USHUAIA - USHUAIA
15 days/13 nights on board
Departure: 3rd March 2023
Le Lyrial
From €6,730 (1)

Narrow, tortuously winding canals; snow-covered mountains; majestic glaciers: welcome to the magic of the Chilean
fjords and the enchanting scenery and landscapes of South America. You’ll depart from the fascinating city of Ushuaia
and head north to Tortel and its charming stilt houses. You’ll get to see a number of glaciers, such as Pío XI and El Brujo,
before then arriving at the legendary waters of the Strait of Magellan. In the unique ambiance of these surroundings,
you’ll sail amongst the fjords and glaciers of Patagonia then via the legendary Cape Horn, south of the island of Isla
Grande de Tierra del Fuego. You’ll also make a stop at the pleasant fishing port of Puerto Williamson on Navarino
Island, which is considered to be the most southerly city in the world by the Chileans.

• Landscapes: fjords dominated by the snowcapped peaks of the Andes, iridescent glaciers,
and mountain lakes with crystal-clear water.

INCLUDED IN YOUR CRUISE:

- A night in Buenos Aires before boarding
- Return flights Buenos Aires/Ushuaia
- All transfers from the hotel in Buenos Aires to the port
24

N

DI TIO

U R ALI
AT

CHILE

Aguila Glacier /
Agostini Glacier
Garibaldi Glacier
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Estero las Montanas
Strait of
Magellan
Ainsworth Bay

ARGENTINA

Puerto Williams

USHUAIA

Cape Horn
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• Wildlife: Magellanic penguins, guanacos,
caracaras, dolphins, humpback whales, fur seals,
sea lions, alpacas, condors and cormorants.

PE

El Brujo Glacier
South
Pacific
Ocean

P

• Sailing along the Strait of Magellan.

X

AL

• Disembarking at Cape Horn (if weather
conditions allow it).

Flights
Pie XI Glacier Buenos
Aires

ST

• Observing glaciers, channels and fjords, and
navigating along narrow passages.

English
Passage

E

• Explore the magic of the Chilean fjords with a sea
kayak adventure.

PO L AR

Tortel

N

HIGHLIGHTS:

Wild Nature between Argentina
and the Falkland Islands
USHUAIA - BUENOS AIRES
16 days/14 nights on board
Departure: 16th March 2023
Le Lyrial
From €6,700 (1)
No single supplement (2)

From Tierra del Fuego and the Falkland Islands to Argentina’s flamboyant capital, explore a world of wild and
exceptional nature. You’ll begin your voyage in Ushuaia at the extreme southern end of the Andes Mountains. You’ll
then sail the legendary Cape Horn route before heading for Isla de los Estados, which is home to the Lighthouse at
the End of the World from which the Jules Verne novel takes its title. Next, you’ll reach the Falkland Islands, with their
unique landscapes and scenery. Finally, you’ll head for the North, to explore the tiny city of Camarones, a veritable
haven for wildlife with an exceptional range of fauna to offer.

• Sailing around Isla de los Estados at the far south
of Argentina.
• Discover the wild archipelago of the Falkland
Islands during five ports of call: New Island,
Carcass, Saunders, Volunteer Point and Port
Stanley.
• Wildlife: Magellanic penguins in the Falkland
Islands, sea lions and Commerson’s dolphins in
Camarones, southern right whales and orcas on
the Valdes peninsula.
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• Disembarking at Cape Horn (if weather conditions
allow it).

X

E

• An itinerary between Tierra del Fuego and the
fascinating Buenos Aires, at the heart of wild and
exceptional nature.

PO L AR

BUENOS AIRES
ARGENTINA
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HIGHLIGHTS:

Atlantic
Ocean

Puerto Madryn
Camarones
Flight
Buenos Aires

The Neck
Volunteer Point
New Island
FALKLAND ISLANDS

USHUAIA

Cape Horn

Staten Island

INCLUDED IN YOUR CRUISE:

- A night in Buenos Aires before boarding
- Return flights Buenos Aires/Ushuaia
- All transfers from the hotel in Buenos Aires to the port
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Reaching the absolute on the White Continent
on board Le Commandant Charcot, the first hybrid
high polar exploration vessel. Try to spot the famous
penguins emperors of Bellingshausen, sail on the Weddell
Sea to the Larsen Ice Shelves, with the greatest respect
for these precious polar environments.
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The Weddell Sea &
Larsen Ice Shelf
USHUAIA - USHUAIA
13 days/11 nights on board
2 departures: 27th November and 8th December 2022
Le Commandant Charcot
From €15,190 (1)
No single supplement (2)

Impassable and enchantingly captivating is how one might describe the Weddell Sea, a large part of which is covered in
thick sea ice. Navigating through it is both a challenge and a privilege, offering the promise of extraordinary scenery and
unique encounters. As you advance through this immense polar expanse, you penetrate into an infinite frozen desert,
a world of silence seemingly made up of nothing but calmness and serenity. In the northwest part of the Weddell
Sea lies the imposing Larsen Ice Shelf, a part of the continental ice sheet extending into the sea. This white giant is
fascinating for both its colossal dimensions and the impressive tabular icebergs it calves. This voyage will also offer the
opportunity to get as close as possible to the fauna of the Weddell Sea, which is a veritable refuge for wildlife.

INCLUDED IN YOUR CRUISE:

- A night in a five-star hotel in Santiago before boarding
- Return flights Santiago/Ushuaia
- All transfers between the airport, the port and your hotel
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• Many activities: kayaking, hiking or snowshoeing,
polar plunge without suit, polar swim with
drysuit, participative science.

PE

AL

• Wildlife: Weddell seals, crabeater seals and
leopard seals, Adelie penguins, humpback
whales, sea birds.

X

Flights Santiago
(Chile)

ST

• Landscapes: alpine landscapes, table top
icebergs, glaciers, ice floes.

USHUAIA

E

• Sail into the heart of the ice of the Weddell Sea,
discovering the impressive Larsen Ice Shelf and
its immense table top icebergs.
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HIGHLIGHTS:

The Emperor Penguins of
Bellingshausen Sea
PUNTA ARENAS - USHUAIA
16 days/14 nights on board
Departure: 30th October 2022
Le Commandant Charcot
From €21,150 (1)

Sail to the heart of the Bellingshausen Sea, beyond the islands of Pierre I and Charcot. Named in honour of the Russian
admiral and explorer who discovered the Arctic in 1820, this sea of the Southern Ocean, covered by the continental ice
shelf, is difficult to access and virtually unexplored. The reward merits the difficulty of the challenge however: this is
the abode of the emperor penguin, a unique species endemic to the Antarctic and almost never observed. Elegant and
majestic, the presence of this species offers the promise of encounters rich in wonder and stirring emotions. As winter
slowly gives way to the southern spring, you may perhaps have the privilege of seeing a magical spectacle: the sight of
the newly fledged juveniles of one of the largest species of bird in the world learning to swim.

Drake
Passage

• Wildlife: emperor penguins, humpback whales,
gentoo penguins, Weddell seals.
The Gullet
Charcot Island
Peter I Island

Ice floe
Detaille Island
Pourquoi Pas Island
Marguerite Bay
English Coast
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• Many activities: kayaking, hiking or snowshoeing,
polar plunge without suit, polar swim with
drysuit, participative science.

Antarctic Circle

PE

AL

• Landscapes: glaciers, icebergs, thick ice floes, ice
shelves.

X

ST

• Approach two islands beyond the Antarctic Polar
Circle.

PUNTA ARENAS
USHUAIA

N

ARGENTINA

FR

Flights Santiago
(Chile)

E

• A unique opportunity to contemplate emperor
penguins at the end of the austral winter.

PO L AR

CHILE

P

HIGHLIGHTS:

INCLUDED IN YOUR CRUISE:

- A night in a five-star hotel in Santiago before boarding
- Return flights Santiago/Ushuaia
- All transfers between the airport, the port and your hotel
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ASIA &
THE INDIAN OCEAN
Singapore, India, Vietnam, Indonesia, the Seychelles… From
port of call to port of call, PONANT opens the gateways to
these pearls of the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia to you.
Wild landscapes, cosmopolitan cities, volcanic landforms,
idyllic islands, ancient temples. ultramodern skyscrapers:
discover a range of voyages rich in colours and contrasts.

Discover our range of cruises
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The Essential
Seychelles
VICTORIA, MAHÉ - VICTORIA, MAHÉ
9 days/8 nights on board
7 departures between January to March 2023
Le Jacques-Cartier, Le Champlain and Le Bougainville
From €3,530 (1)
No single supplement (2)

Discover the jewels of the Seychelles at the heart of the veritable earthly paradise of the inner islands of the Seychelles.
You’ll begin at Sainte Anne Marine National Park, the coral reefs of which are home to a range of exquisitely beautiful
underwater wildlife. You’ll then head for Rémire Island, a veritable Garden of Eden lying isolated and remote in the
Indian Ocean. On Curieuse Island, famous for its red earth and its Aldabra giant tortoises, you’ll have the opportunity
to hike through the mangrove. You’ll next explore Aride, a wild marvel in the Indian Ocean populated by thousands of
birds. On Praslin, be sure to visit Vallée de Mai nature reserve. You’ll also have the opportunity to enjoy the delights of
the sublime beaches of La Digue, an island that feels like a lost paradise on earth.

OPICA
TR

• The Aride nature reserve, a treasure of the
Seychelles with some 73 hectares of colourful
vegetation and more than one million birds.

SEYCHELLES
Curieuse

• Anse Source d’Argent, the most famous beach of
La Digue, surrounded by large blocks of granite
and edged with coconut palms.
• A brand-new stop on the magnificent coral island
of Remire, an intimate destination with lush
vegetation.
• The bare red earth of Curieuse, a granite island in
the Seychelles.

DEPARTURES:

January 2023: 11th and 31st
February 2023: 13th, 20th and 22nd
March 2023: 2nd and 28th
32

Aride

Grande
Sœur
La Digue
Sainte-Anne

Praslin

VICTORIA, MAHÉ

Rémire

Indian Ocean
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• Explore eight islands with their emblematic
Seychelles landscapes.

L

HIGHLIGHTS:
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Treasures of India &
Sri Lanka
CHENNAI (EX MADRAS) - MUMBAI (EX BOMBAY)
13 days/12 nights on board
2 departures: 30th December 2022 and 11th January 2023
Le Champlain
From €4,610 (1)
No single supplement (2)

From Chennai to Sri Lanka and Mumbai, experience the enchanting magic of eastern lands strongly marked by
Buddhist and Hindu traditions. You’ll begin by exploring the ancient town of Polonnaruwa, a walled city dating from
the 11th century, and the magnificent Golden Temple of Dambulla. You’ll next head to Kerala for a port of call at the
former royal city of Kochi: a highlight of the cruise, where you’ll get to admire the typical local fishing villages from on
board traditional boats. You’ll then sail to Goa, a former colony of Portuguese India prized for its beaches and rich
cultural heritage. Finally, you’ll make a port of call at the Indian capital Mumbai, a fascinating city on the Arabian Sea.

HIGHLIGHTS:

MUMBAI

• Discover the cultural and natural treasures of
India and Sri Lanka.
• UNESCO World Heritage Sites: in Sri Lanka, the
historic city of Polonnaruwa and the golden
temple of Dambulla, Galle and its fortifications,
the churches and convents of Goa, the Elephanta
Caves and the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus
railway station of Mumbai, in India.
• Kerala’s lush landscapes during an excursion in
the “backwaters”: rivers edged with palm trees,
rice paddies, fishing villages.
• The cultural heritage of Goa, a former Portuguese
colony.

CTURER
LE

Marmugao (Goa)

INDIA
CHENNAI
Cochin
Trincomalee

Arabian Sea

SRI LANKA
Galle
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NEW

Discovering the islands of
South-East Asia
BENOA, BALI - HO CHI MINH-CITY (SAIGON)
15 days/14 nights on board
2 departures: 19th September and 9th November 2022
Le Lapérouse
From €6,240 (1)
No single supplement (2)

Discover and explore the cultural riches of the islands of Southeast Asia. You’ll begin on Bali, Island of the Gods, with
its verdant rice fields and seabeds teeming with life. Following this will be the island of Java, on which stands Mount
Bromo, an active volcano rising majestically amidst a unique lunar landscape, and the magnificent white sandy
beaches of the idyllic archipelago of the Karimunjawa Islands, which lie between the Pacific Ocean and the Indian
Ocean. During your port of call at Semarang, you’ll visit the incredible site of Borobudur, with its collection of around
240 temples. Singapore, the “Garden City”, and the next stop on the voyage, will charm and intoxicate you with its
wonderfully multicultural atmosphere. Finally, you’ll head for Hô Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon) on the Mekong Delta,
where small colourful boats mass and congregate on market days.

CTURER
LE

HIGHLIGHTS:

• UNESCO World Heritage Sites: the Borobudur
temple from Semarang, Singapore Botanic
Gardens.
• The possibility of exploring majestic volcanoes:
Mount Bromo on the island of Java and the
legendary caldera of Anak Krakatoa in the Sunda
Strait.
• The multicultural and contrasted island city of
Singapore, a mix of futuristic architecture, colonial
districts and artistic vitality.
• Discover Vietnam’s colonial history through the
Côn Dao Islands.
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VIET NAM
HO CHI MINH CITY
Côn Dao Islands
China Sea

Singapore

INDONESIA
Karimun Jawa

Anak Krakatoa
Semarang

Probolinggo

BALI

NEW

Vietnamese coastlines
HO CHI MINH-CITY (SAIGON) - HA LONG
11 days/10 nights on board
3 departures: 3rd, 13th (reversed itinerary) and 23rd October 2022
Le Lapérouse
From €3,990 (1)
No single supplement (2)

Set sail for the treasures of Vietnam, a land of gorgeous landscapes and ancient cities. You’ll first begin in Hô Chi Minh City,
from where you’ll sail to the coastal resort of Nha Trang, with its turquoise seas and its bay dotted with little tropical islands.
You’ll then drop anchor at Quy Nhon, where you’ll have the opportunity to explore Ganh Da Dia, an astonishing area of basalt
rock formed 200 million years ago. Next stop will be Da Nang, a city famous for its five Marble Mountains. You’ll also have a
privileged opportunity to visit Vietnam’s former imperial capital Huế and its mausoleums – veritable treasures of architecture.
Then it’s on to Hon La, where you’ll have the chance to visit Phong Nha-Kẻ Bàng National Park. And finally, you’ll explore
Halong Bay, the jewel of Vietnam.

CTURER
LE

HIGHLIGHTS:

• UNESCO World Heritage Sites: the ancient imperial
citadel of Huê, Hoi An ancient town, My Son
Sanctuary, Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park, Ha
Long Bay.
• Possibility of visiting an underground cave in the
Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park, Ghenh Da Dia,
an impressive grouping of basalt columns and My
Son, the former religious centre of Champa, a Hindu
kingdom located in the centre of Vietnam.
• The paradisiacal beaches of Nha Trang and Doc Let.
• A spectacular sail around Ha Long Bay, amidst
scenery of stunning beauty.

HA LONG

Ha Long Bay

VIETNAM
Hon La
Da Nang
Quy Nhon

China Sea

Nha Trang

HO CHI MINH-CITY
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OCEANIA
The islands of the South Pacific evoke images of a terrestrial
paradise. From idyllic lagoons to volcanic terrain, PONANT
offers you an exceptional opportunity to explore the secrets
of an astonishing range of biodiversity and a world where
ancient customs and traditions are still very much alive.
From Papua to New Caledonia and the Solomon Islands,
experience the captivating enchantment of the unknown.

Discover our range of cruises
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Cultures & Nature
in Papua New Guinea
HONIARA, GUADALCANAL ISLAND - CAIRNS
12 days/11 nights on board
Departure: 21st October 2022
Le Soléal
From €6,040 (1)

Departing from Honiara, head off to explore the natural marvels of Papua New Guinea, with its rich wealth of local cultures
and its exceptional seabeds. The port township of Rabaul on the island of New Britain is famous for its spectacular volcanic
landscapes. This will be your point of departure for a trip to see Mount Tavurvur, the most active volcano in the region.
Next, you’ll sail via the Bismarck Sea to Madang, which is sometimes referred to as “the most beautiful city in the South
Pacific”. Sailing through the fjords of the Tufi region is a charmingly delightful experience due to their unique scenery and
setting, with the area around them inhabited by Papuan tribes who will be proud to share their culture and art with you.

OPICA
TR

• Sail into the scenic volcanic landscapes of
Simpson Harbour and discover Rabaul, Papua
New Guinea’s ‘Volcano Town’.
• From Tufi, journey on an outrigger canoe into the
ancient Fiords of Cape Nelson.

Madang
Tami Islands

Rabaul

SOLOMON ISLANDS
HONIARA
Bougainville

Tufi
Samarai Island

Coral Sea

• Visit the remote Tami islands.
• Discover traditional ceremonies of the Asaro
Mudmen of the Madang region.
• Gain an insight into the history, culture and the
diversity of flora and fauna.

INCLUDED IN YOUR CRUISE:

- Flight Brisbane/Honiara
- Airport / port transfer
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AUSTRALIA
CAIRNS

Flight Brisbane

XP

N

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

E

• The Solomon Islands, secret destination in the
South Pacific and a real tropical Eden.

L

HIGHLIGHTS:

E D ITI O
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Ancient Cultures
of Papua New Guinea
CAIRNS - HONIARA, GUADALCANAL ISLAND
11 days/10 nights on board
2 departures: 11th October and 1st November 2022
Le Soléal
From €5,830 (1)

Explore the natural marvels of Melanesia. Departing from Cairns, you’ll sail first to Alotau, where you’ll discover a rich
history shaped by pearl farmers, miners and missionaries. You’ll then visit the two active volcanic islands of Fergusson
and Dobu, where you’ll enjoy a walk to the geothermal hot springs of Dei Dei. On the island of Kitava, you’ll be treated
to a traditional ceremonial welcome by the inhabitants. In the Solomon Islands, you’ll get to admire the work of the
sculptors of the islands of Ghizo and Njari, who are recognised as some of the most talented in the world. You’ll next
explore the wonderful scenery of Roderick Bay, with its white sandy beaches and coral reefs. Then finally, you’ll visit the
province of Malatai, famous for its local traditions and unique rituals.

OPICA
TR

• Enjoy a guided walk through the diverse
landscapes of Fergusson Island and view the
DeiDei Hot Springs.
• Visit the Trobriand islands, made famous as the
‘Islands of love’.

XP

N

Roderick
Bay
Islands
Njari/Ghizo Malaita
Island
Solomon Sea
Kiriwina
Fergusson
Alotau Dobu

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA Trobriand

E

• Swim and snorkel in the clear warm tropical
waters of the Solomon Sea.

L

HIGHLIGHTS:

E D ITI O
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HONIARA

• Uncover Papua New Guinea’s Role during World
War II.
• Snorkel on the wreck of the World Discoverer in
Roderick Bay.

Flight Brisbane

CAIRNS
AUSTRALIA

INCLUDED IN YOUR CRUISE:

- Flight Brisbane/Honiara
- Airport / port transfer
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Pacific Islands
Discovery
NOUMÉA - AUCKLAND
11 days/10 nights on board
Departure: 22nd November 2022
Le Soléal
From €4,920 (1)

Discover New Caledonia, a French territory on the far side of the world. You’ll embark first in Nouméa then set sail
for the island of Kouaré and the wonderful wealth of riches its seabeds have to offer. You’ll then visit the stunningly
sublime islands of Loyalty, Maré and Lifou, with their picture-postcard scenery, before continuing further north to
discover Hienghène, the cradle of Kanak culture. In the bay of Port Bouquet, you’ll make a stop on the Australian
island of Norfolk, the deserted beaches of which lie along the edge of the magnificent lagoon of Emily Bay. Finally,
you’ll experience the irresistible charm of the Bay of Islands in the far north of New Zealand, where you’ll have the
opportunity to attend a Māori ceremony.
A cruise in collaboration with National Geographic Expeditions offering enrichment with a
National Geographic Photographer and an Expert onboard.

• Exploration of the Loyalty Islands archipelago:
Maré’s unspoilt landscapes and Lifou’s
exceptional marine life.
• Visit Hienghène, with its black limestone cliffs
and known as a biodiversity ‘hotspot’.

Kouaré Island
Norfolk Island
Coral Sea

• Explore the history and culture of Norfolk Island.
• Discover the art and traditions of the rich and
varied Kanak culture.

Bay of Islands

AUCKLAND
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NEW
CALEDONIA

NEW ZEALAND

XP

N

Port-Bouquet Bay
Hienghène
Lifou
Maré
NOUMÉA

E

• UNESCO World Heritage Sites: the lagoons of
New-Caledonia from Hienghène in the north.

OPICA
TR

L

HIGHLIGHTS:

E D ITI O

41

THE CARIBBEAN
Former colonial cities, idyllic coves, markets with thousands
of different scents, coral reefs exploding with colours: it’s this
mosaic of scenery and cultures that makes the Caribbean such
a charming part of the world. From the Virgin Islands and the
Antilles to the Yucatán Peninsula, PONANT offers you cocktails
of nature and history to savour and enjoy in the gentle, tradewind-caressed warmth of the tropics.

Discover our range of cruises
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The Essential of the
Caribbean
FORT-DE-FRANCE - FORT-DE-FRANCE
13 days/12 nights on board

5 departures between November 2022 to March 2023
Le Dumont-d’Urville
From €4,890 (1)
No single supplement (2)

Criss cross the idyllic waters of the Caribbean Sea and discover the ten breathtakingly beautiful islands of the Antilles.
From Fort-de-France, you’ll head first to Saint Kitts before then continuing on to make a port of call at Anguilla: these
islands have a magnificent wealth of colonial heritage and fine sandy beaches to offer. This will be followed by the
dreamlike mountain landscapes of the British Virgin Islands, a little further to the west, and the charmingly gentle way
of life of Saint Barthélemy, which will immediately cast its spell on you. Then it’s direction south and the wild, unspoiled
coasts of Bequia and the Saint Vincent and the Grenadines archipelago. Tobago Cays Marine Park, with its incredible
underwater wildlife and the exquisitely beautiful barrier reef it encompasses, offers an experience not to be forgotten.
Finally, you’ll spot the two iconic pitons of Saint Lucia, which serve as symbols of the island.

CTURER
LE

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Discovering ten islands on the same cruise:
Martinique, St. Kitts, Anguilla, the British
Virgin Islands, Saint Barthelemy, Dominica,
Guadeloupe, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Grenada, Saint Lucia.
• UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Brimstone Hill
Fortress National Park in St. Kitts and Nevis,
Morne Trois Pitons National Park on Dominica,
Saint Lucia’s rocky peaks.
• On Dominica, the National Park of Cabrits and
Fort Shirley.
• Exceptional seabed with possibility of observing
turtles, barracuda, spiny lobsters and parrot fish.
• Discovering the British Virgin Islands.

DEPARTURES:

November 2022: 13th ; December 2022: 3rd
January 2023: 24th ; February 2023: 13th
March 2023: 13th
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BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
Jost Van Dyke ANGUILLA

Road Bay
Gustavia
Saint Kitts SAINT-BARTHÉLEMY

SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS

GUADELOUPE

Caribbean Sea

FORT-DE-FRANCE
MARTINIQUE

Les Saintes
Portsmouth

DOMINICA
Pigeon Island Beach
Soufrière

Port Elizabeth SAINT LUCIA
SAINT VINCENT AND Tobago Cays/Mayreau
THE GRENADINES GRENADA

VI N G
DI

Pearls of the Caribbean
FORT-DE-FRANCE – FORT-DE-FRANCE
9 days/8 nights on board
4 departures between November 2022 to February 2023
Le Dumont-d’Urville
From €3,070 (1)
No single supplement (2)

Sail through the supremely beautiful picture-postcard scenery of the Caribbean. From Fort-de-France, head first
for Guadeloupe then continue on to the most secret, out of the way islands of the Caribbean: the warm sand of the
beaches of Les Saintes islands and the turquoise waters around them; snorkelling in the crystal-clear waters of Bequia;
a stroll through the charming streets of pastel-coloured houses of Saint-Georges; a trip to Tobago Cays Marine Park,
with its coral reef home to a dense array of marine wildlife; exploring Saint Lucia and its rocky pitons rising up out of the
sea; the breathtaking views extending all the way to the horizon from the heights of Fort-de-France in Martinique; and
all around, warmth, a gentle way of life, and the sea and its thousand shades of blue.

CTURER
LE

HIGHLIGHTS:

• UNESCO World Heritage Site: Saint Lucia and its
two rocky peaks.
• Discover the Grenadine Islands, considered one
of the world’s most stunning archipelagos.
• On Mayreau Island, privatisation of a beach for
the day and barbecue.

Les Saintes

GUADELOUPE
VI N G
DI

Caribbean Sea

SAINT LUCIA

• Exceptional seabed with possibility of observing
turtles, barracuda, spiny lobsters and parrot fish.
• Multiple opportunities to swim in crystal-clear
waters.

MARTINIQUE
FORT-DE-FRANCE

Port Elizabeth

ST. VINCENT AND
THE GRENADINES

Bridgetown
Mayreau / Tobago Cays

Grenada

DEPARTURES:

November 2022: 25th ; December 2022: 15th
January 2023: 16th ; February 2023: 5th
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NEW

Caribbean Odyssey
FORT-DE-FRANCE - COZUMEL
15 days/14 nights on board
Departure: 22nd November 2022
Le Bellot
From €5,240 (1)
No single supplement (2)

From Fort-de-France to Cozumel, experience the irresistibly seductive magic and enchantment of the waters of the
Caribbean. From the charming shores of Guadeloupe to the lovely bay of Les Saintes, you’ll be simply captivated by this
highly prized place to drop anchor, with its crystal-clear waters and spectacular seabeds. You’ll then sail next to the islands
of Antigua, followed by the well-known island of Saint Barthelemy, famous for its wild coves and elegant little shopping
streets. Be sure not to miss Baths National Park, with its immense blocks of granite rocks, or the idyllic beaches of Jost Van
Dyke. In the Dominican Republic, you’ll experience the bay of Santa Bárbara de Samaná and the traditional creole houses
lining its edge. And finally, you’ll visit the island of Cozumel, a preserved little corner of paradise on earth.

CTURER
LE

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Discover eight islands on the same cruise.
• UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Antigua Naval
Dockyard, colonial city of Santo Domingo.
• Exceptional seabed with possibility of observing
turtles, barracuda, spiny lobsters and parrot fish.
• Exploring the British Virgin Islands, where each
white-sand beach is more stunning than the
next.
• The picturesque villages and landscapes of
Guadeloupe.

INCLUDED IN YOUR CRUISE:

Transfer from Cozumel to Playa del Carmen
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COZUMEL
MEXICO

Santa Bárbara
de Samaná Jost Van Dyke
Saona
Island Virgin Gorda
Santo Domingo
Gustavia
Antigua
Les
Saintes
Bahia de
las Aguilas
Caribbean Sea

FORT-DE-FRANCE
MARTINIQUE

VI N G
DI
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YOUR PONANT MOMENTS
“A photo is worth a thousand words,” says the adage. And yours are no doubt worth even more,
because they reflect your own experience on one of our ships, such as fascinating scenery
you saw, a new onshore discovery you had, an unforgettable encounter you enjoyed: YOUR
PONANT moments.
This section features a selection of the best photos you’ve shared in the PONANT Yacht Club Facebook
group. Here are the first pages of an album of the top destinations featured in this brochure that
we’re opening with you today.

© Michel Perrin
Vietnam - November 2016
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© Alain DK
Antarctica - Winter 2020

© Bertrand Perrin
Grande Glorieuse - February 2020

© Rolland Klervi
Vanuatu - December 2016

© Caroline Deverre
Grenadines - March 2019

© Jeannine Keller
Antarctica - December 2013
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Our unique cruise concept, the quality of our fleet and our services
have been repeatedly praised by industry professionals.
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Le Commandant Charcot winner of the prize Expedition
Cruise Ship of the Year 2021 during the 15th Edition
of the Seatrade Cruise Awards
«Best Expedition Line» Awarded at the Cruise
Passenger Readers’ Choice Awards 2019

Selected as the
Most Environmentally Friendly Cruise Line
As established by NABU Cruise Ship Ranking 2020
Prix des Palmes du Tourisme Durable 2020 in the
«Voyage» category Awarded to the company for completely
abandoning the use of fuel oil and switching instead to
LSMGO

Consult the complete list of our prizes on www.ponant.com.

The life of a brochure

Did you know? Paper can be recycled up to seven times and cardboard up to eight times.
In order to reduce the environmental impact of our brochures, envelopes and letters, we’ve adopted
a range of good practices to ensure a responsible approach all the way to your own letterbox.
The items you receive can be sorted to extend their life cycle.

√
√
√
√

The use of recycled paper for printed materials
Replacement of plastic film with recyclable envelopes
Optimisation of the way we distribute our media, whilst continuing to listen your needs
Forwarding of our outdated media to a sorting centre for transformation and reuse

(1) Price is per person, based on double occupancy, based on availability. The category of stateroom to which this price applies may no longer be available. (2) Double cabin supplement for single occupancy waived on a limited number of cabins and according to cabin category. Offer valid on selected cruises. (3) Offer applies
to all bookings made across a selection of departures scheduled between 20 April and 20 May 2022 inclusive. The economy-class outbound and return flights from Paris to Ushuaia, the transfer from the airport in Buenos Aires and the one-night post-cruise programme in Buenos Aires are all included in the package. Offer
cannot be applied retrospectively and is subject to availability. The flights cannot be cancelled or altered by the customer (in case of postponement or cancellation by the customer, a charge of €1,660 may be levied). The included outbound and return economy-class flights and airport transfer are subject to a maximum limit
of €1,660 per passenger. To take advantage of this package, please contact our cruise advisors by phone only and specify the code “VOL1660”. Don’t forget: the domestic flights from/to Ushuaia, the one-night pre-cruise programme in Buenos Aires and the transfers from the airport to the port of Ushuaia are already included
in the price of the cruise. Fauna and highlights are only possible experiences and therefore can not beguaranteed. Find more information in the General Terms and Conditions of Sale at www.ponant.com. Photo credits: ©PONANT/Nathalie Michel, Julien Fabro, Mike Louagie, Gilles Trillard, Daniel Cron, Nicolas Dubreuil,
Christophe Dugied, Loic Jugault, François Lefebvre, Olivier Anrigo ©STUDIO PONANT/Sarah Del Ben, Morgane Monneret, Olivier Blaud, Margot Sib, Clément Louineau, Servane Roy Berton, Paulo Chermont ©AdobeStock/Viktor Nemeth, Michel, Rodrigo M. Nunes, Tim Hester, Pascal Bourgier ©Istockphoto/staphy, hadynyah,
Luciano Mortula, Sébastien Cote, Christian Wheatley ©Fotolia/Grace. All rights reserved. Non contractual document and photos. The photos used in this brochure are only possible experiences and therefore can not be guaranteed. Creation and design: ©PONANT, March 2022.

PONANT’s experience
recognised

We are privileged guests in these extreme lands where we are at the mercy of weather and ice conditions. Our
navigation, mainly in the fjords, will be determined by the type of ice we come across; as the coastal ice must be
preserved, we will take this factor into account from day to day in our itineraries. The sailing programme, outings,
activities and observation of fauna cannot be guaranteed and are subject to weather and ice conditions. The
experiences are unique and vary from day to day and for each departure. The Captain and the Expedition Leader
will make every effort to ensure that your experience is as rich as possible, while respecting safety instructions and
regulations imposed by the AECO.
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INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS
Please contact your usual travel agency
or PONANT cruise advisors
UK: 0808 23 43 802
Belgium: 02 647 37 05 I Switzerland: 0800 552 741
Rest of the world: +33 4 91 16 16 27

reservation@ponant.com | www.ponant.com

More inspiration
Visit our Escales blog and social network pages

PRINTED IN FRANCE

facebook.com/ponant
facebook.com/LeCommandantCharcot

Instagram: @ponant
@lecommandantcharcot

Twitter: @ponant_cruises

PONANTCruises

408 avenue du Prado, 13008 Marseille, France | Licence 013060005
www.ponant.com

